All Trails Lead to Water and Wildlife 


This prime property - 421 acres of a former dairy 
farm - lies in a peninsula of Crooked Creek, a stream 
with a national reputation for smallmouth bass fishing. 


Anyone who visits Fred Berry Crooked Creek Nature 
Center to hike the trails, paddle the creek or learn about 
nature can thank Berry ss donating $1 million in bank 
3 i stock to the 

Arkansas Game and 
Fish Foundation. 
The stock was sold 
and proceeds were 
used to purchase 
sem) the 421 acres. The 

| AGFF raised money 
to build the nature 
= == 4 center, pavilion and 

Fred Berry on dedication day, the bridge across 
June 7, 2005. Crooked Creek. A 
long list of local, in-state and out-of-state donors pitched 
in to help create the facilities. Ground was broken June 9, 
2003, and the buildings were dedicated 
June 7, 2005. 


Conservation via Education 


Berry, who taught at Yellville-Summit and North Arkansas 
College, is all about education. 


“The biggest challenge the human race faces is: How are 
we going to provide a decent life for billions of people?” 
Berry said the day the nature center was dedicated. “One 
way to approach that problem is through education. This 


was just my shot at dealing with that. If kids develop an 
understanding of this, its potential and how to make a living 
on it without damaging it, that will extend to other parts of 
the world. 


“Somebody asked me if this was the culmination of a 
dream. The answer has to be no - it is the beginning of a 
dream.” 


Open to Exploration 


The trails here certainly draw people into understanding 
nature, whether through a workshop or through 
independent discovery. The five trails outlined here can be 
enjoyed separately or they can be strung together to create 
an all-day adventure. They bring visitors close to nature, so 
be sure to take along a pair of pine 2 also skirt the 
creek, which = 

makes it 
easy to 
enjoy 
exciting 
wade 
fishing for 
smallmouth 
bass, A and other native fish species. 
Of course, the creek draws wildlife: Watch for great blue 
herons, green herons, kingfishers, eagles, hawks, turtles, 
white-tailed deer, eastern wild turkey and other species. 


Those who enjoy archery will want to visit Upland Archery 
Trail, about a third of a mile long, with 3-D targets. Use 
caution and watch for hikers along the trail. 


Adventure on the Water 


Crooked Creek Water Trail is 22 miles long. About 3 
miles of the creek wrap around the bend at the nature 
center. It’s a perfect set-up for short floats and a few casts 
for smallmouth bass. The “Crooked Creek Water Trail” 
brochure, complete with a map of the creek and canoe 
access points, goes into detail. 


Trails are open sunrise-sunset. Please, no bicycles, horses, 
firearms, ATVs, smoking or littering. Keep dogs on leashes. 
Call 870-449-3484 or visit www.agfc.com/naturecenters for 
more information. 


Important Numbers MOSEL 
Marion County EMS ............ 911 

Marion County Sheriff........... 870-449-4236 

Fred Berry Crooked Creek 

Nature Center ..............-.. 870-449-3484 
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Trail Guide 


www.agfc.com/naturecenters 


Directions 


Fred Berry Crooked Creek Nature Center is in 
Marion County. To reach the center, travel 0.7 
miles west on U.S. Highway 62 from the county 
courthouse in Yellville. Turn on Marion County 
Road 4002 and continue a mile to the bridge that 
crosses Crooked Creek. The nature center and 
pavilion are across the bridge. 


Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
2 Natural Resources Drive 

Little Rock, AR 72205 

800-364-4263 e www.agfc.com 


Fred Berry (right) walks a 
Crooked Creek trail with a 
group of visitors. 
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Fred Berry Crooked Creek Nature Center 


Creek Bluff Trail 
0.9 miles, one way 


XxX 
N4 ž 
4 
X, 


O 


c* 


Woodland Stream 
Trail 
0.6-mile loop 


Woodland Edge Trail 
1-mile loop 


All trails open 
sunrise-sunset. 


Please - No bicycles, horses, 
firearms or ATVs. Keep dogs on 


leashes. No smoking and no littering. 


For your safety, stay on trails. 


Wildlife Garden 


Conservation Education 
Center 


Pavilion 


Parking Lots 


AGFF Property 
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Canoe Access 


ADA Accessible Trail 


E Creek Bluff Trail 


Length - 0.9 miles, one way. 


Trail Notes - Take in a Crooked Creek valley vista 
and watch for subtle habitat changes. Keep an eye 
out for white-tailed deer, eastern wild turkey and bald 
eagles. Painted buntings are seen here in summer. 
Stay on the trail — beware of high bluffs. 


E Woodland Stream Trail 
Length - 0.6-mile loop. 


Trail Notes - Soothe your senses with the sights, 
sounds and smells of a woodland stream. Follow an 
old logging roadbed along a portion of this route as 
you identify native plants such as flowering dogwood 
and hophornbeam. Watch your step along this 
primitive path. 


Upland Archery Trail 
Length - 0.3 miles, one way. 


Trail Notes - Archers and hikers are invited to 
share this watchable wildlife trail. The path skirts the 
boundary of a 3-D archery course and a promising 
wildlife viewing area. It’s a regular hangout for white- 
tailed deer and eastern wild turkey, and provides 
habitat for bobcats, barred owls, coyotes and more. 
Archers may be firing at designated targets adjacent 
to the path so, for safety, hikers must stay on the trail. 
Archers must obey all range rules. 
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Eastern wild turkey Mike Wintroath 


E Creek Bottom Trail 
Length - 2-mile loop. 


Trail Notes - Enjoy strolling along this Blue 
Ribbon Smallmouth Bass Stream. At the halfway 
point, you'll find an easy path to the water. Relax a 
while or wet a fishing line. Catch-and-release fishing is 
allowed with a valid Arkansas fishing license. 


E Woodland Edge Trail 


Length - 1-mile loop; 0.6 miles are wheelchair- 
accessible. 


Trail Notes - Woodland edges provide diverse 
habitat for all kinds of wildlife, including northern 
bobwhite quail, box 
turtles, woodchucks 
and sometimes 
bobcats. Look for 
eastern bluebirds or 
tree swallows that 
use the nesting boxes 
along the trail. Take 

a break on a bench 

or stop to enjoy the 
wildlife garden. 
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White-tailed deer Mike Wintroath 


